
The colleges and universities of Arkansas – mindful of our current 

economic situation – are not asking for expansion of programs.

We are asking our legislature to provide adequate funding just to sustain 

existing classes and services.

If current budget cuts are not restored, key consequences include:

• Double-digit tuition increases will be necessary, causing thousands 

of capable, qualified Arkansans to forego college and accept 

low-paying jobs.

• Many courses will be eliminated and students turned away.

• Scholarships earned by students will not be funded.

• Workforce training for business and industry will be eliminated 

or reduced.

• Critical maintenance on college campuses will be suspended and

costly deterioration will occur.

• Vital student services such as counseling and libraries will be reduced, 

causing retention rates to drop.

The steady progress made by your colleges over the past 15 years will be

halted and a downward spiral in enrollment, retention and graduation

rates will occur.

THERE ARE TOO MANY NEEDS AND TOO FEW TAX DOLLARS

Funding 

for college education

provides Arkansas 

with the highest return 

on our investment.

College educated 

citizens have lifetime

earnings of 

$1 million and more 

over non-graduates,

pay a higher 

share of taxes

and lead innovation.

To deny our citizens 

the opportunity 

to reach their potential

is too costly.

Future teachers, nurses,

business leaders and

professionals at all 

levels are the primary

growth engine 

for our economy.


