State’s colleges enroll
141,501, a 3% uptick

UCA’s13%

growth 1s tops; campuses

still struggle to hold down dropout rate

BY HILARY HILLIARD
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE
The state’s college and uni-

versity population increased
about 3 percent this fall, reach-
ing a largest-ever enrollment
of 141,501 students, officials at
the state Department of Higher
Education announced Tuesday.

“The preliminary numbers -

— driven up:slightly’by last-
minute enrollments of students
displaced by Hurricane Katrina

— show the University of Cen-

tral Arkansas had the largest
campus growth, The Conway
school saw a head-count up-
swing of about 13 percent to
11,375 students.

Arkansas Tech Umvers1ty m'

Russellville had the next:
percentage growth, I
cent to 6,841 students. he!

reached 17,821 in its pr elimi
count, a 3.2 percent mcreas :
Public four—year schdol

grew 3.2 percent, Enrollment jn-
the state’s public! two-year cam: .

“¢psts to éducate’ thém. Execu-:

trend that began several years-
ago. Since 2001, enrollment in
the state has increased 16.3 per-
cent, or 19,863 students.
“Increasingly, Arkansas citi-
zens and residents are recog-
nizing the value of a college
diploma,” said Ron Harrell, the

department’s assistant director

of planning and accountabil-

‘ity. “They realize that having a
- college education helps them

achieve higher earnings to sup-
port their family.”

But increases in enrollment
do not necessarily translate to
a boost in graduation rates and
retention. Arkansas institutions

- .are trying to 1mprove in these
it

As new . students come mto

tives at many campuses have

- ‘complained that they are un-.

erfunded by the te,and that
ey don’t'like ‘increasmg the'
,student’s burden‘ thh tuition

puses increased 3.3 percent to . increas

ny said 'Puesday, hawever.
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